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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Bonorable Alvin E.

counti Attorney
Guadalupe Qounty
Seguin, Texas

%

Doar $ir; Opinion

carefully considered dy this
request as follovws:

2 County, Texas,

4 certain G am 4 slestrical pover
nerating sy ol & number of others
ocated at v ) shid river and used

for of these units hovever

» Goadalupe County, Texas,
ts Gouniasioner'n Court, desires
certain pover generating unit and
suance of Revenue Bonds only,
ding to.the tax burden of ths Ooun-

{ said Revenue Bonds to pay out this
period of about fourteen years, de-

"fhe question srises 'May the County legally
acquire sush a plant for the purpose of generating
electrical powor, and distribute such power to the
Citizenship of this Qounty, who need 1it, for & fee,
the receipts of vhich sha 1 be credited’ tovard de-
fraying the expenss of operation and ingidentals,
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and the remainder credited tovard the final payment
of Revenue Bonds issued for that purpose.

"such question is again related below, together
with such others &s arise therefrom:

"QUESTION

*1. Hov may A counii of this State, not a
'REoms-Rule! County, legally asquire & river site
and exiating dam, together with an eleotriecal pover
generating system complete?

"2, How may such County operate such a coa-
plete eloctrical generating unit for the benefit of
its inhabitants vho may need the output, or a por-
tion thereof, of such eleotrical energy generated?

"3. In the event said county mey legally ao-
-quire and operate such a gonorating unit, must such
plant be operated by the Commissfonsrts Court or by
trustees appointed for that purpose? :

"y, That the tax burden and present indebtied-
ness is not inoreased, may such aoquisition be made
by the issue of Revenue Bonds acoceptible to the
sellers of said plant?

"AUTEORITY

“Yhe undersigned finds mo |£ooiric suthority
in the present S8tatutes of this State authori:

this County to purchase, own, pay for, and operate
an eleotrical pover generating plant for the benefit
cf the inhabitants of the County, regardless of the
manner of payment therefor.”

It i a vell settled principle of law in this 8State
that commissioners! courts are courts of limited jurisdiction
and have only such povers as are oonferred upon thex by thes
Constitution and statutes of this State. 8See the folloving
authorities:
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sun vipor Rleotrio Co. v. Keenan, 30 8. ¥W. 868,

Rill County v. Beyout & Nuffman, 264 8. ¥, 520,
. K1 paso Gounty v. Rlam, 106 8. V. (ea) 393.

" Hovard v. Eenderson County, 116 8. W. (24) 479.

McClintock & Robertson v. Cottle County, 127 8. W.
(24) 319.

We have been unable to find any authorit for Guad-
alupe County to purchase, acquire or operate the electrical
pover generating plant described in your letter.

In ansver to your first question, it is our opinion
that Guadalupe Couaty is not legally authoriszed to purchase or
:oguiro the electrical generating syltol described in your

stter,

Hav ansvered thusly no ansver is needed to Ques-
tions 2, 3 and '

Yery truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TRIAS

v Tl Fomis

ho Jde ’m
YEDIUN 12, 1943 “'1'“'“
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